Resol uti on #1

America's seniors deserve and should have full access to a conplete
range of medical therapies in consultation with their physician

Rat i onal e:

Wth the rapidly aging US popul ation, and with a new Medi care drug
benefit on the horizon, many people are unaware that they are receiving
a new benefit under Medicare and nay not take advantage of it as a
result. The effect of this may well be a worsened state of health for
many peopl e who ot herwi se woul d have been able to receive their
nmedi ci nes and consult with their physicians. Caregivers of the elderly
al so need access to information about the new drug benefit so they can
help to better nmanage the care of the individuals receiving the new
drug benefit. Patient safety and nedi cati on managenent requires nore
attention to potential nmedical errors nade through a series of m stakes
that could be avoided if people only had the know edge and enpower nent
to make the right choices.

Resol uti on #2

Public and private biomedical research in the US should receive nore
fundi ng and public support as there is a critical need for new
therapies to treat a host of conditions affecting an increasingly

el derly popul ati on.

Rat i onal e:

Thi s shoul d be obvious but, unfortunately, there are nany peopl e who do
not have an adequate understanding of the mx of public and private
sector financial support for research yiel ding new nedi cal procedures
and nedicines. Many people believe only the federal governnent
conducts bi onedi cal research when, in fact, nore research every day is
conducted by private conpani es and universities than by the federa
government alone. This trend could decrease in the US should there be
an increase in regulatory burdens to receiving new drug approvals from
the Food and Drug Administration. Mre and nore medical research is
bei ng conducted outside the US and this trend should, in and of itself,
be alarm ng. To address this problem and to encourage nore research,
the public needs the WHCOA to support increased awareness of the
respective roles of private conpanies, government, and academia in the
prom si ng bi onedi cal research enterprise we now have in the US
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